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Key Thought:   It’s not about me.
Key Verse:   Jesus must become more important, while I become less 

important (John 3:30, Contemporary English Version).
Key Passage: Luke 19:29-40 

Notes:

          sip (introduction)
	 Materials: balloons; boxes wrapped in “baby shower” giftwrap; baby 

shower decorations; 2 jumbo boxes of diapers, “It’s a boy” banner 

 I am so glad that you came today. We are going to start out with a 
fun and exciting game of stack the diapers. I am going to divide you 
into two teams, and each team will get a jumbo box of diapers. You 
will get 60 seconds to build the tallest “diaper skyscraper” that you can 
build. (Divide up the group into two teams.) Ready, set, go! Wow – both 
teams did a great job, but I bet you are wondering why we are having 
this little surprise baby shower!! 

 Well, I am going to tell you about a baby in the Bible that was quite a 
surprise. In Luke 1:5-25, we learn that an angel appeared to a priest 
named Zechariah. The angel told Zechariah that he and his wife, 
Elizabeth, were going to have a baby. Well, this was big news for 
Zechariah and Elizabeth because they were older and had not been 
able to have children. Zechariah was startled by the angel, but the 
angel told him that this would be a special baby and that they should 
name him John. He would have an important job- he would make 
people ready for the coming of the Lord. Well, Zechariah did not 
believe the angel and so the angel made it so that Zechariah could 
not speak until the birth of his son. After his son’s birth, everyone 
was wondering what his name would be. Zechariah wrote the name 
John on a tablet and at once he could speak again. Everyone was so 
surprised – they knew this would be a very special baby.

 John grew and went out and told many people about Christ and 
baptized them. Some people even wondered if John was Christ. John 
was quick to tell them that the one coming soon was the Christ and 
was much more powerful than he. When Jesus began to teach and 
preach, some of John’s friends became upset and jealous. John 
reminded them that his job was to come before Jesus and tell of the 
Good News. 

Who’s the King
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Notes:
      drink (explanation)
 (Play “Who’s the King” Scripture Short.) 
 That donkey learned a very important lesson, didn’t he? He learned 

that he wasn’t the king; that it was not all about him. This cartoon is 
meant to teach us something important about our own lives. Donkey 
learned, “I’m not the star of the show. And that’s okay. Because the 
One who made the stars is the real King!” The same is true in our 
own lives. God made us special, and we are special to Him. In Mark 
10:14 Jesus says, “Let the children come to me, Don’t stop them! For 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Psalm 139:14 says, 
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” At the same time that we 
remember we are special, we must remember that Jesus is the most 
important.

 John the Baptist knew this. He was a very special baby that grew into 
a very special man. He knew that he had an important job–God sent 
Him ahead to prepare the way for Jesus. John told people that “Jesus 
must become more important, while I become less important” (John 
3:30). He knew that it wasn’t about him; it was about Jesus. 

 Not everyone believed this. Before Jesus entered Jerusalem for the 
Passover Feast He knew the chief priests wanted Him arrested and 
killed. It had been a while since He made a public appearance. People 
were wondering if He was going to come to Jerusalem for the Feast, 
an important celebration. Many people were learning that Jesus 
had raised Lazarus from the dead and many were believing in Jesus 
because of this great miracle.

 When it was time for Jesus to enter Jerusalem, He sent His disciples 
ahead to find this special donkey, that had never been ridden. Jesus 
rode this donkey, a symbol of peace, even though He knew there 
were many who were angry with Him. The donkey had an important 
job that day. Jesus had spent 3 years teaching, healing and telling 
everyone about His Father and on that day Jesus picked that special 
donkey to carry Him into Jerusalem. As He entered Jerusalem it 
seemed that people knew what John the Baptist had taught–that 
“Jesus must become more important.” All of the people waved palm 
branches and placed coats on the ground as the donkey carried Him. 
They shouted praises, “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” The praise was for Jesus – He is God; He is King; it is all 
about Him.
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Notes:
           dunk (application)
 Materials: trophy (or other award you have received)
 As Jesus came into Jerusalem the people honored Him. How did they 

honor Him? (by saying Hosanna, waving palm branches and laying 
their coats on the ground for the donkey to walk over.) Hosanna was 
a shout of praise like “Hallelujah!” or “Praise the Lord!” They waved 
palm branches and spread their coats to show Jesus how important 
He was, but we will learn later that these same people who were 
honoring Jesus, turned against Him. 

 We want to show praise and honor to Jesus all the time in every 
situation. How can we do that? How can we show Jesus that we 
know it is not about us, but all about Him? (Depending on the age 
and maturity of your students, you may even want to point out 
that during the triumphant entry the people’s praises were directed 
toward God for the great works He had done through Jesus. Jesus 
even knew that it wasn’t about Him, it was about His Father. )

 (Show the award or trophy that you brought. Tell what you did to 
earn the award.)  I am sure that you have also done some great 
things that you are proud of. Would anyone like to share? (Allow 
some people to share: getting a good grade on a test, making a goal 
at a soccer game, playing trumpet in a concert, going on a mission 
trip). That’s awesome. These are wonderful things that you have 
done. Now how can you show praise to God for these great things? 
How can you make sure that even in the cool things that you do, He is 
most important? (Allow some people to share: thanking God through 
prayer, making sure our actions please God, telling others about God 
wherever we go.)

 Jesus came to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. It is so important 
that we allow Him to be King of our lives.

	 talk	about	it
 • When you do something really great is it easy to take all the   

 credit for yourself?
 • Does Jesus want to be an important part of every part of your  

 life? 
 • When is it hard to let Jesus be an important part of your life? 
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Scriptures marked as “(CEV)” are taken from the Contemporary English Version 
Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by permission. Other Scripture
taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 
International Bible Society. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by 
permission of International Bible Society.
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Notes:
	 pray	about	it
 • Pray that God will help you to focus on Him and not yourself.
 • Pray that you will be a witness for God at home and school as you  

 live your life.
 • Pray that you will allow Jesus to be most important in your life.


